
From: HarborComments
To: PortlandHarbor
Subject: Public Comment from Linnton Neighborhood Association
Date: Friday, November 09, 2018 1:10:49 PM

From: Shawn Looney  
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2018 5:49 PM
To: HarborComments <HarborComments@epa.gov>
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The Linnton Neighborhood Association (LNA) engaged in a lengthy and committed
process with much compromise to help come up with a cleanup plan for the Lower
Willamette Superfund site.  LNA recommends that EPA maintain the remedial action
levels and cleanup levels set forth in the 2017 Record of Decision (ROD).  To modify
the ROD at this point would compromise the Public’s confidence.  In addition, the
overall cleanup area would be decreased and the change would create significant
delays in the Willamette River cleanup: 
Since only Benzo(a)pyrene (BaP) was studied, other studies would be needed to look
at sediment management areas due to scouring and also other polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbon (PAH) toxic risks.  Nor have the synergistic effects of PAHs with other
chemicals been evaluated.  Even though the Cancer Score has changed, BaP remains
carcinogenic.  Other health effects are not addressed, such as damage to the nervous
system, immune system, and reproductive system, nor has the ecological consequences
of a change to the ROD been undertaken. 
The ROD spells out an obligation for EPA to review in 5 years any changes that may
occur.  That statute should be followed in the case of BaP and any other contaminants.
Again, LNA strongly recommends that EPA maintain the cleanup plan in the January
2017 Record of Decision.
Thank you,
Shawn Looney, Chair
Linnton Neighborhood Association
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